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DETAILED ACTION 

1. Claims 1-15 have been examined. Claims 1, 6, and 11 are independent claims. 
The priority date recognized for this application is 07/1 1/2003. 

Oath/Declaration 

2. The Office acknowledges receipt of a properly signed oath/declaration filed on 
07/11/2003. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

3. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

4. Claims 2-3, 7-8, and 12-13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, 
as being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject 
matter which applicant regards as the invention. 

Claims 2, 7, and 12 contain the trademark/trade name UNIX. Claims 3, 8, and 13 
contain the trademark/trade name WINDOWS. Where a trademark or trade name is 
used in a claim as a limitation to identify or describe a particular material or product, the 
claim does not comply with the requirements of 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph. See 
Ex parte Simpson, 218 USPQ 1020 (Bd. App. 1982). The claim scope is uncertain 
since the trademark or trade name cannot be used properly to identify any particular 
material or product. A trademark or trade name is used to identify a source of goods, 
and not the goods themselves. Thus, a trademark or trade name does not identify or 
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describe the goods associated with the trademark or trade name. In the present case, 
the trademark/trade name is used to identify/describe and, accordingly, the 
identification/description is indefinite. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

5. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

6. Claims 1,4-6, 9-11, and 14-15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Lu US 2004/0073747 A1 (hereinafter Lu). 

Claim 1: 

Lu discloses a storage media controller driver auto installing method for use on a 
computer platform equipped with a certain type of storage media controller for the 
purpose of auto installing a software-based driver for the storage media controller 
during installation of an operating system onto the computer platform (see Abstract, 
FIG. 1,and related text); 

the storage media controller driver auto installing method comprising: 
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checking which type of storage media controller is currently being equipped to 
the computer platform (see for example FIG. 3(a), step 300, and related text); 

linking to a driver database which prestores a collection of an assortment of soft- 
ware-based drivers for a selected group of various types of storage media controllers 
(see for example page 2, [0018], "storage database") ; 

retrieving a corresponding driver from the driver database that is mapped to the 
particular type of the storage media controller (see for example FIG. 3(a) steps 308, 
314, and related text); and 

loading the retrieved driver from the driver database onto the computer platform, 
allowing the computer platform to be capable of operating with the storage media 
controller (see for example FIG. 3(a), step 314, and related text). 
Claim 4: 

Lu further discloses the storage media controller driver auto installing method of claim 1 , 
wherein the storage media controller is an IDE-compliant RAID controller (see for 
example FIG. 1, item 108, and related text). 
Claim 5: 

Lu further discloses the storage media controller driver auto installing method of claim 1 , 
wherein the storage media controller is a SCSI-compliant RAID controller (see for 
example FIG. 1, item 110, and related text). 
Claim 6: 

Lu discloses a storage media controller driver auto installing system (see for example, 
Abstract, FIG. 1, and related text) for use with a computer platform equipped with a 
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certain type of storage media controller for the purpose of auto installing a software- 
based driver for the storage media controller during installation of an operating system 
onto the computer platform; 

the storage media controller driver auto installing system comprising: 

a driver database (see for example FIG. 4, and related text), which prestores a 
collection of an assortment of software-based drivers for a selected group of various 
types of storage media controllers; 

a controller-type checking module, which is capable of checking which type of 
storage media controller is currently being equipped to the computer platform (see for 
example FIG. 3(a), step 300, and related text); 

a driver retrieval module, which is capable of retrieving a corresponding driver 
from the driver database that is mapped to the particular type of the storage media 
controller (see for example page 2, [0018], "storage database"); and 

a driver loading module, which is capable of loading the retrieved driver from the 
driver database onto the computer platform, allowing the computer platform to be 
capable of operating with the storage media controller (see for example FIG. 3(a), step 
314, and related text). 
Claim 9: 

Lu further discloses the storage media controller driver auto installing system of claim 6, 
wherein the storage media controller is an IDE-compliant RAID controller (see for 
example FIG. 1, item 108, and related text). 
Claim 10: 
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Lu further discloses the storage media controller driver auto installing system of claim 6, 
wherein the storage media controller is a SCSI-compliant RAID controller (see for 
example FIG. 1, item 110, and related text). 
Claim 11: 

Lu discloses a storage media controller driver auto installing system (see for example 
FIG. 1, and related text) for use with a network server (see for example FIG. 1, item 
106, and related text) equipped with a certain type of RAID controller for the purpose of 
auto initialing a software-based driver for the RAID controller during installation of an 
operating system onto the network server; 

the storage media controller driver auto installing system comprising: 

a driver database, which prestores a collection of an assortment of software- 
based drivers for a selected group of various types of RAID controllers (see for example 
FIG. 4, and related text) 

a controller-type checking module, which is capable of checking which type of 
RAID controller is currently being equipped to the network server (see for example FIG. 
3(a), step 300, and related text); 

a driver retrieval module, which is capable of retrieving a corresponding driver 
from the driver database that is mapped to the particular type of the RAID controller 
(see for example page 2, [0018], "storage database"); and 

a driver loading module, which is capable of loading the retrieved driver from the 
driver database onto the network server, allowing the network server to be capable of 
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operating with the RAID controller (see for example FIG. 3(a), step 314, and related 
text). 

Claim 14: 

Lu further discloses the storage media controller driver auto installing system of claim 
1 1 , wherein the RAID controller is an IDE-compliant RAID controller (see for example 
FIG. 1, item 108, and related text). 
Claim 15: 

Lu further discloses the storage media controller driver auto installing system of claim 
1 1 , wherein the RAID controller is a SCSI-compliant RAID controller (see for example 
FIG. 1, item 110, and related text). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

7. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between.the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

8. Claims 2-3, 7-8, and 12-13 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Lu US 2004/0073747 A1 (hereinafter Lu) in view of Pellegrino et al. 
US 2004/0225775 A1 (hereinafter Pellegrino). 

Claim 2: 

Lu does not disclose the storage media controller driver auto installing method of claim 
1, wherein the operating system is a UNIX operating system. However, Pellegrino in the 
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same analogous art of RAID storage devices discloses a storage media controller driver 
auto installing method of claim 1, wherein the operating system is a UNIX operating 
system (see for example page 2, [0021]). Therefore, at the time the invention was made 
it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art to modify the 
teachings of Lu to include a storage media controller driver auto installing method 
wherein the operating system is a UNIX operating system . One would be motivated to 
do so to take advantage of the additional flexibility provided by disclosing a method 
wherein the operating system is a UNIX operating system, thus further enhancing the 
system of Lu. 
Claim 3: 

Lu does not disclose the storage media controller driver auto installing method of claim 
1, wherein the operating system is a WINDOWS operating system. However, Pellegrino 
in the same analogous art of RAID storage devices discloses a storage media controller 
driver auto installing method of claim 1, wherein the operating system is a WINDOWS 
operating system (see for example page 2, [0021]). Therefore, at the time the invention 
was made it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art to modify 
the teachings of Lu to include a storage media controller driver auto installing method 
wherein the operating system is a WINDOWS operating system . One would be 
motivated to do so to take advantage of the additional flexibility provided by disclosing a 
method wherein the operating system is a WINDOWS operating system, thus further 
enhancing the system of Lu. 
Claim 7: 
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Lu does not disclose the storage media controller driver auto installing system of claim 
6, wherein the operating system is a UNIX operating system. However, Pellegrino in the 
same analogous art of RAID storage devices discloses a storage media controller driver 
auto installing system of claim 6, wherein the operating system is a UNIX operating 
system (see for example page 2, [0021]). Therefore, at the time the invention was made 
it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art to modify the 
teachings of Lu to include a storage media controller driver auto installing system 
wherein the operating system is a UNIX operating system . One would be motivated to 
do so to take advantage of the additional flexibility provided by disclosing a method 
wherein the operating system is a UNIX operating system, thus further enhancing the 
system of Lu. 
Claim 8: 

Lu does not disclose the storage media controller driver auto installing system of claim 
6, wherein the operating system is a WINDOWS operating system. However, Pellegrino 
in the same analogous art of RAID storage devices discloses a storage media controller 
driver auto installing system of claim 6, wherein the operating system is a WINDOWS 
operating system (see for example page 2, [0021]). Therefore, at the time the invention 
was made it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art to modify 
the teachings of Lu to include a storage media controller driver auto installing system 
wherein the operating system is a WINDOWS operating system . One would be 
motivated to do so to take advantage of the additional flexibility provided by disclosing a 
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method wherein the operating system is a WINDOWS operating system, thus further 
enhancing the system of Lu. 
Claim 12: 

Lu does not disclose the storage media controller driver auto installing system of claim 
1 1 , wherein the operating system is a UNIX operating system. However, Pellegrino in 
the same analogous art of RAID storage devices discloses a storage media controller 
driver auto installing system of claim 6, wherein the operating system is a UNIX 
operating system (see for example page 2, [0021]). Therefore, at the time the invention 
was made it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art to modify 
the teachings of Lu to include a storage media controller driver auto installing system 
wherein the operating system is a UNIX operating system . One would be motivated to 
do so to take advantage of the additional flexibility provided by disclosing a method 
wherein the operating system is a UNIX operating system, thus further enhancing the 
system of Lu. 
Claim 13: 

Lu does not disclose the storage media controller driver auto installing system of claim 
1 1 , wherein the operating system is a WINDOWS operating system. However, 
Pellegrino in the same analogous art of RAID storage devices discloses a storage 
media controller driver auto installing system of claim 6, wherein the operating system is 
a WINDOWS operating system (see for example page 2, [0021]). Therefore, at the time 
the invention was made it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the 
art to modify the teachings of Lu to include a storage media controller driver auto 
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installing system wherein the operating system is a WINDOWS operating system . One 
would be motivated to do so to take advantage of the additional flexibility provided by 
disclosing a method wherein the operating system is a WINDOWS operating system, 
thus further enhancing the system of Lu. 

Conclusion 

9. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicants disclosure. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Andrew Y. Chou whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
6829. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday, 8:00 am -4:30 pm. If 
attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Tuan Q. Dam, can be reached on (571) 272-3695. 

The fax phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding 
is assigned is (571) 273 8300. 

Any inquiry of a general nature of relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed tot eh TC 2100 Group receptionist whose telephone 
number is (571)272 2100. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published 
applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
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information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For 
more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov . Should you 
have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business 
Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll free). 
AYC 
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